
Legal framework and key policies: 

Forest and Biodiversity 

Conservation



Colonial Era (Pre-Independence)

During the British colonial period, forest policies 
were primarily focused on revenue generation 
through timber extraction. The Indian Forest Act 
of 1927 was a landmark legislation that 
empowered the colonial administration to 
declare certain forests as reserved, protected, or 
village forests. This led to a centralized and 
exclusionary approach to forest management.

Post-Independence (1947 - 1970s):

After gaining independence in 1947, India 
continued with the colonial-era forest 
management model for some time. However, 
the negative impacts of this model, such as 
deforestation and displacement of tribal 
communities, became increasingly apparent.

The 1952 National Forest Policy emphasized 
the need for conservation and afforestation, 
recognizing the importance of forests for 
ecological balance and human well-being





Green Revolution Era (1960s - 1980s):

The focus on agricultural expansion and the Green 
Revolution led to further pressure on forests for land and 
resources. Deforestation continued, leading to concerns 
about environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity.

The Forest (Conservation) Act was enacted in 1980 to 
address the increasing diversion of forest land for non-
forest purposes. It required the central government's 
approval for such diversions.



Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980:
This act is a central legislation aimed at the conservation of forests and wildlife. Its 
primary purpose is to regulate and restrict the diversion of forest land for non-forest 
purposes. Any non-forest activity that requires the use of forest land needs prior 
approval from the central government.



Wildlife Protection Act, 1972:
The Wildlife Protection Act is a comprehensive legislation 
for the protection of wildlife in India. It provides for the 
prohibition of hunting, poaching, and capturing of 
specified wild animals. The act also regulates the 
declaration of wildlife sanctuaries and national parks.



Biological Diversity Act, 2002:
The Biological Diversity Act focuses on the conservation of biological diversity 
in India. It provides mechanisms for the sustainable use of biological resources 
and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their utilization. The 
act establishes the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) and State Biodiversity 
Boards (SBBs) for the regulation of activities related to biological diversity.



Forest Rights Act, 2006:
The Forest Rights Act is aimed at recognizing and vesting the forest rights and occupation 
in forest land in forest-dwelling scheduled tribes and other traditional forest dwellers. It 
emphasizes the empowerment of local communities and recognizes their rights over 
forest resources.



Recent Developments:
In recent years, there has been an increased emphasis on integrating environmental conservation 
with sustainable development goals. Initiatives such as the Green India Mission and the National 
Mission for Sustainable Agriculture reflect a holistic approach to address issues of deforestation, 
biodiversity loss, and climate change.

Local Participation and Joint Forest Management (JFM):
Joint Forest Management (JFM) programs were introduced in various states to involve local 
communities in forest protection and management, fostering a sense of ownership and 
responsibility.





The protected area network in 
Meghalaya occupies 1133.9 Sq Km 
area which constitute about 5.06 % 
of the State’s Geographical Area. 
The Protected Area Network 
includes 2 national Parks, 4 wildlife 
Sanctuaries and 1 Biosphere 
Reserve playing an important role 
in in-situ conservation of 
Biodiversity.
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